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general expenses of the state. The " public treasury ", then,
does not exhaust the various items of revenue accruing to
the Moslem community or state,1 for a revenue might be
a source of income to the state to meet its obligations and
yet technically not be a part of the assets of the public treas-
ury. Consequently, the distinction of revenue between, these
two classes does not mean that because an item of revenue
is not an asset of the public treasury it is not also a revenue
of the state; in the last analysis it amounts to this, namely,
that certain of the activities of the Moslem state, as well as
the revenues and the expenses necessary for them, owing to
their importance, have been defined and prescribed by the
sharfah itself, while other activities considered less im-
portant, and, as it were, matters of course, were left to the
discretion, of the constituted authorities of the Moslem state.
The revenue necessary for these latter activities constitutes
the assets of the public treasury.

The Malikites, although they do not expressly state the
meaning of bayt-al-nial, nevertheless imply by their use
of the term,2 that they hold a similar view of the matter.
Finally, the Hanifites, likewise fail expressly to define their
position, but the fact that they apply the expression to all
the revenue of the state 3 would force one to the conclusion
that they mean by it every revenue which accrues to the
state, whether or not the imam has a free hand in its dis-
bursement.

1 One may distinguish three kinds of revenue:revenue for the Moslem
community proper, such as the four-fifths of the spoils divided among
the victorious army; revenue for the state, such as the fifth part of
the spoils set apart for the state; finally, there is revenue for the
public treasury as distinct from either.

3 Kharashi, p. 121, 1, 3; pp. 127, 427; 'Adawi, p. 123; Ibn Rush-d, B.,
p. 329.

3 Bahr, vol. v, p. 128; Majmaf, p. 520; Kasani, p. 68.